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OCEAN REEF SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — PERTH STORM DAMAGE 

Statement by Member for Ocean Reef 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [12.55 pm]: Monday, 22 March 2010 was the day that will be remembered for 
one of the most devastating storms to hit the Perth metropolitan area. The damage was widespread and none 
more so than in my electorate of Ocean Reef. Many of the schools in my electorate were damaged, but the 
damage to Ocean Reef Senior High School was the worst, where 70 per cent of all classrooms were severely 
damaged, forcing the school to close. Most of the damage was caused by water driven between the roof tiles and 
ceilings, causing the ceilings to fall. Fortunately, nobody was injured; the students had left for the day and there 
were few staff and cleaners at the school at the time. The school’s electrical system, computer network and 
interactive whiteboards suffered water damage. Early the following morning, the Premier Hon Colin Barnett, the 
Minister for Education Hon Dr Liz Constable, and I visited the school to see firsthand the extent of the damage. 
Due to the extensive damage, the school cancelled classes for students in years 8 to 10 until after the holidays. 
Students were encouraged to visit the school’s website to continue their programs where teachers had set work 
for them to follow. Students in years 11 and 12 were bussed to and from the school to continue their studies at 
Padbury Senior High School for the duration of the first term. Since the storm hit, the immediate work that both 
career and volunteer emergency service personnel has undertaken has been enormous. Since then, tradesmen 
have worked long hours to get the school back to operational standard for the commencement of the second 
term. The support of both staff and parents must be acknowledged and they must be congratulated for ensuring 
that students were not disadvantaged by the school’s closure. 
 


